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mostly men. In those branches of domestic service in which women are indispensable (e.g. as ladies' maids and children's nurses), the supply is far short of the demand. This also applies to the teaching and the medical professions.
The fact is that a woman is not supposed, according to our social ideas, to earn her daily bread. This is a wholesome rule where (as in India) almost all women are married, and the men outnumber the women. But in the process of evolution and social reconstruction, a rigid limitation like this might be disastrous to woman's independence. She should have the freest possible opportunities of making the best of herself. If she cannot cultivate her mind and character by playing that part in the social organisation for which she is best fitted, society loses the full benefit of the intellect, character, and imagination of one half of its members. This is a strong argument in favour of opening careers to women. I know that many, even among the social reformers in India, would shrink from this suggestion, but to my mind social reform is bound up with the opportunities of usefulness which you give to women who do not marry, or before they undertake the responsibilities of marriage. After all, even if the true destiny of every healthy normal woman be marriage and the care of home and children, there must be many individuals of both sexes who are not fitted for these high responsibilities, and yet havg talents which would do